To:  All B&L Customers                                                                                                            3/25/10
This letter will address many upcoming issues and I might as well hit the bad news first.

PRICE INCREASES

Residential Roofing -  My past 2 letters gave notice of all the major roofing manufacturers raising their pricing to distribution in the 6% range effective to us early to mid February 2010.  As of today, these increases have held.  I last announced that we would have to raise our pricing April 1 to account for this but we are moving that back to April 15th as we still have some older priced inventory.  

Vinyl Siding – We received notice several weeks ago by one of our major suppliers that they intended to increase pricing 6-8% effective 4/15/10 but we wanted to see if all the other manufacturers followed them before announcing it.  As of yesterday, all of them have announced the same increase.  It appears that this increase is being driven by the escalating price of PVC resin.  If any of you care, I would be happy to provide you with letters explaining the reasons.  Call me @ 585-546-6596 ext:1102.
If you have sold jobs, we can place orders at the current pricing up until April 14, 2010, provided they are shipped to us by May 15, 2010.  Please let us know your requirements as soon as you can and we will be able to protect your pricing on those jobs.

We will be raising our pricing May 15, 2010 6-8% on all vinyl sidings and siding accessories.

Aluminum Products – In my letter of 1/25/10 I gave notice of a general increase on all aluminum products (trim coil, roof edgings, gutter coil, etc) that we received in January and February.  These items will be increased April 15, 2010 in the 7-8% range.

Siding insulation/leveling boards – Dow Styrofoam has raised their price to distribution by 10% effective March 1, 2010.  We will be raising Dow pricing by the same percentage April 15, 2010.

All EPS leveling boards are going up 7-8% in the same time frame.

Again, we have all the forms and information available from our Inside and Outside salespeople and will gladly assist you in any way to process them.

As for our take on the current business environment, we have completed our Trade Shows in Rochester, Buffalo, Erie and Jamestown and the feedback from our customers is that this year has been off to a slow start.  However, we have also heard from many of you that in the past couple of weeks there has been significant increased activity and we are planning for a healthy Spring / Summer season.  This means keeping inventories at high levels, running the complete delivery fleet and fully staffing the warehouse and driver positions.  We realize providing excellent service, in all areas, is what B&L stands for and that will remain our main focus as it has been for the past 28 years.  
Thanks very much for your trust and your business, especially during these challenging times.

Very truly yours,

B&L WHOLESALE SUPPLY INC.

Donald R. Tomeny

President
